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In communities like ours, it doesn’t take long to see the 
impact of people helping people.
You see it in volunteers who show up without being 

asked. In donors who quietly give because they care 
about the future of their hometowns. In teachers, coaches, 
nonprofit leaders, and neighbors who continue to invest 
their time, talents, and resources to make Merrick County 
a better place to live, work, and raise a family.
That small-town spirit is what drives the work of 

Merrick Foundation every single day.
Over the past year, we’ve had the privilege of helping 

support projects and opportunities across Merrick 
County that will make a lasting impact for years to 
come. Together, we awarded $169,457 in competitive 
community grants to local organizations and $169,800 in 
scholarships to 179 students pursuing their educational 
goals after high school. From community spaces and 
youth programs to local nonprofits and educational 
opportunities, these investments continue to strengthen 
the places and people that make our county special.
We also welcomed nine new funds this year and 

received more than $2.3 million in contributions from 
individuals, families, businesses, and organizations who 
believe in giving back close to home. Every gift—large or 
small—helps create opportunities not only for today, but 
for future generations as well.
Another big milestone this year was Merrick 

Foundation receiving Community Foundations National 
Standards® accreditation, recognizing our commitment 
to strong stewardship, accountability, and serving our 
communities with integrity. While we are proud of this 
achievement, we remain focused on what matters most: 
helping connect generous people with meaningful 
causes right here in Merrick County.
As of December 31, 2025, Merrick Foundation’s assets 

grew to more than $25.8 million. More importantly, those 
funds represent something much bigger than numbers 
on paper. They represent generosity, trust, and a shared 
belief in the future of our communities.
We know the strength of small towns has never been 

found in one person alone. It’s found in neighbors helping 
neighbors, communities working together, and people 
choosing to invest in something bigger than themselves.
Thank you for being part of that story. Because of your 

support, Merrick Foundation can continue connecting 
people who care with causes that matter—and helping 
Merrick County thrive for generations to come.
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More than $875,000 was distributed through grants and scholarships in 
2025, supporting community projects, nonprofit organizations, donor-

directed causes, fiscally sponsored initiatives, and student scholarships 
throughout Merrick County and beyond.

Nationally 
Accredited. 
Locally 
Committed.

In 2026, Merrick Foundation earned accreditation 
through Community Foundations National 
Standards®—the nation’s highest standards for 
philanthropic excellence.
This distinction confirms that Merrick Foundation 

meets rigorous benchmarks in donor services, 
investment management, grantmaking, and 
administration. Merrick Foundation is one of 
only eight accredited community foundations in 
Nebraska.
“At Merrick Foundation, a commitment to doing 

good work right here in Merrick County has 
always been at the core 
of what we do,” said 
Shauna Graham. “This 
accreditation reinforces 
that commitment and 
ensures the policies and 
practices are in place to 
support long-term financial stability and meaningful 
community impact.”
Earning National Standards accreditation is a 

comprehensive process requiring detailed review 
of policies, governance, financial oversight, and 
operational practices. Documentation is evaluated 
by an independent community foundation expert 
through a national review process coordinated by 
the Community Foundations National Standards 
Board, a supporting organization of the Council on 
Foundations.
“The National Standards accreditation affirms 

that Merrick Foundation is well-positioned to serve 
both donors and the broader county,” said Courtney 
Retzlaff. “It reflects the care, accountability, and 
integrity behind this work.”
This accreditation reinforces Merrick Foundation’s 

commitment to transparency, stewardship, and 
lasting community impact—ensuring donors can 
give with confidence today and for generations to 
come.

Community Impact 
by Funding Area

This consolidated statement of financial position was taken from our audited financial 
statement, which is prepared by AMGL CPAs & Advisors.  Copies of our annual audit are 
available in our office. Copies of our IRS Form 990 are available in our office or on our 

website at www.merrickfoundation.org.

Statement of Financial Position
as of October 31, 2025

Assets
Cash and investments	 $25,000,226 
Prepaid expenses	       6,380 
Property and equipment	        123,940 
Real estate investment	       419,948 
Receivables	       15,691
Total Assets	 $25,566,185 

Liabilities and Net Assets
Funds held for others	 $3,202,413 
Grants and scholarships payable	        145,392 
Payables	      23,956
Unearned rent	    400
Net assets	       22,194,024 
Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $25,566,185 



Community
Grants

From youth programs and libraries to parks, recreation and community 
services, Merrick Foundation grants strengthen the places and programs 
that make our communities thrive. Thank you to our donors and fund 
partners for investing in a brighter future for all.

$169,457
Total Funded

35
Total Organizations

6
Communities Impacted

2025

Your generosity at work
A C R O S S  M E R R I C K  C O U N T Y

Big Brothers Big Sisters

Lone Tree Quilt Guild

Palmer Band Trip

Chapman Community 
    Improvement Association

Merrick County Child 
   Development Center

Clarks Public Library

Stronger communities. One grant at a time.Brighter futures.
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Big Brothers Big Sisters...........................................................$1,300
Bison After School Program..................................................$3,250
Central City Boy Scouts Troop 102........................................... $612
Clarks Public Library................................................................$6,650
Heartland United Way..............................................................$2,000
Merrick County 4-H Council...................................................$4,000
Merrick County Child Development Center.................... $12,650
Palmer Child Care......................................................................$5,000
Palmer Public Library...............................................................$1,500

Broadway Academy...................................................................$1,000
Merrick County Historical Museum.....................................$11,875

Chapman Community Improvement Association..........$8,000
Lone Tree Quilt Guild.................................................................$1,500
Merrick County Agricultural Society..................................$5,000
Silver Creek Cemetery Association......................................$1,500
The Good Life Rescue...............................................................$3,500
Village of Clarks........................................................................... $1,120

Heartland Cancer Foundation..............................................$5,000
Midland Area Agency on Aging............................................$9,000
Opportune Acres........................................................................$5,000
Project Lifesaver........................................................................$3,500
Willow Rising..............................................................................$2,000

Central City Legion Baseball.................................................$3,000
Central City Stampede Softball............................................$2,500
South Park Batting Cages.......................................................$4,500
Central City Track Club............................................................$4,000
Loup Valley 4-H Horse Conference.......................................$1,500
Loup Valley Volleyball Club....................................................... $500
Palmer Youth Sports Association........................................$4,500
Silver Creek Legion Baseball.............................................. $38,800

Central City FFA (National Convention)..............................$1,600
Central City High School (Various Student Trips)...........$1,800
Nebraska Christian Schools (Senior Capstone Trip).....$5,000
Palmer Public School (Band Trip)........................................$6,000
Twin River Public Schools (FCCLA Trip)................................ $800

Because of Generous Donors...
These grants represent the power of local giving-supporting programs and projects that 
create opportunity, enhance quality of life, and make Merrick County a wonderful place to live. 

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

ARTS & CULTURE

COMMUNITY & CIVIC

HUMAN SERVICES

RECREATION

STUDENT TRIPS

The most meaningful gifts often begin with a simple idea: making your community stronger. Whether your 
interests include education, healthcare, parks, youth programs, the arts, or something uniquely important to 

you, we can help bring your vision to life and connect your generosity to lasting impact.

Want to Make a Difference?



One of the most meaningful moments in Merrick 
Foundation’s history came through a transformational 
legacy gift from Harold & Marjorie Rudolf of Palmer. Their 
estate gift of $1,826,114 is the 
largest gift in the Foundation’s 
65-year history and will create a 
lasting impact in Merrick County 
for generations to come.

Harold, who passed away on 
September 26, 2024, at the age 
of 95, lived a life defined by hard 
work, community involvement, 
and generosity. Born in Palmer 
on January 28, 1929, Harold 
spent much of his life farming 
alongside his beloved wife, 
Marjorie Ann Behring, raising 
hogs and Black Angus cattle 
until their retirement. Even after 
retirement, Harold remained 
connected to the land and 
continued farming until the age 
of 85.

A proud U.S. Army veteran 
who served in Japan and Korea, 
Harold returned home to Merrick 
County and built a life centered around family, faith, and 
community. He remained actively involved throughout the 
years — serving his church, contributing to the Palmer 
Farmers Coop Elevator board, and sharing his love of 
music through choirs, quartets, and solos. Later in life, 
he discovered a passion for turkey hunting, a hobby that 
brought him joy well into his 70s.

While Harold and Marjorie did not have children of their 
own, they shared close relationships with many cousins, 
nieces, nephews, and extended family members, including 

a beloved brother-in-law and 
sister-in-law. They deeply 
valued friendship and enjoyed 
countless memories made 
with friends throughout their 
lifetime. Harold & Marjorie 
also had a special love for 
dogs, owning many over the 
years and enjoying each one 
dearly.

In accordance with their 
wishes, 25% of the bequest 
will support the Merrick 
County Historical Museum 
Endowment, while the 
remaining 75% will establish 
the Harold & Marjorie Rudolf 
Scholarship Endowment 
Fund.  By establishing 
endowed funds, their impact 
will continue indefinitely, 
benefiting both local history 
and Palmer students for 

generations.
The impact of Harold and Marjorie’s generosity is already 

being felt. During the past year, scholarships from the Harold 
& Marjorie Rudolf Scholarship Endowment Fund totaled 
$53,350, contributing to Merrick Foundation awarding a 
record-breaking $252,500 in scholarships overall — the 
highest amount in Foundation history.

A Gift That Will Last 
for Generations
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Shauna Graham, Chief Development Officer of Merrick 
Foundation, recalls meeting Harold for the first time in 2019, 
just two weeks after beginning her role with the Foundation.

“I met with Harold, along with Attorney Andy Hoffman, and 
we had such a wonderful conversation about how he could 
truly make a difference in Merrick County,” Graham shared. “I 
still remember him holding our annual report and pointing 
out how meaningful it was that so many students received 

scholarships for college. He was passionate about ensuring 
that he and Marjorie could create that same kind of impact.”

Though Harold and Marjorie are no longer here to see 
the lives they will touch, their generosity continues to create 
opportunities for others. Their legacy serves as an inspiring 
example of how one gift can support students, preserve local 
history, and strengthen a community far beyond a lifetime.

Plant the Seed

It 's a Legacy.

Nurture Growth Harvest Impact
Every endowed fund begins 
with a simple idea: a desire 
to make a difference. Donors 
establish funds that reflect the 
values and community they 

care about most.

Just like seeds: planted in 
Nebraska soil, endowed funds 
are built for the future. Gifts 
are carefully invested and 
stewarded over time, allowing 
generosity to grow and create 
greater opportunities for 

future generations.

The Harold & Marjorie Rudolf Scholarship Endowment Fund is 
one example of how endowed giving creates opportunities for 
generations to come-helping students pursue their dreams while 
strengthening the future of Merrick County.

Year after year, endowed 
funds provide lasting support 
for students, nonprofits, 
parks, libraries, community 
projects, and local initiatives 
across Merrick County. 
What begins as one act of 
generosity continues creating 

impact forever.

ESTABLISH

Endowment is more than a gift.

GROW SUSTAIN

Your legacy  Our community  Limitless  impact ...
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Reagan Fousek
Berney-Manuel; 
Charles & Ann 

Kuhlman Memorial

Gage Friesen
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Ashton Gragg
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Lincoln Grantham
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Dakota Gress
Vernie L. Lock 

Deja Fothergill
Joe Hesselgesser; 

William & Emma Steffen  

Akeyli Bush
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Madison Chrisman
Raymond, Leonard & Lois 

Steger Memorial 

Makayla Enevoldsen
Raymond, Leonard & 
Lois Steger Memorial 

Julia Buss
Edna I. Widman Memorial;  

Gail Gregg Ferris 
Registered Nurse 

Adilyn Deibert
Hunter Philip 

Hawthorne Memorial 

Jaclyn Everett
Ed & Laurie Dexter 

Gregory Rinkol Memorial 
 

Breanna Bykerk
Alice Klingenberg Memorial 

Cydnee DeLosh
Bob & Bonnie 
Clark Memorial 

Gavin Falk
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Kenslei Carlson
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Trent Detlefsen
Fred, Esther, Donald & 

Shirley Mae Lewis Family 

Sheridan Falk
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

MaKenna Carlson
Jack & Dorothy Burger 

Marlea Donahey
Harold & Marjorie Rudolf; 

Justin “Skippy” 
Bennett Memorial 

Van Fasbender
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Courtney Carlstrom
Myrtle & Jim Clarke

Delaney Enevoldsen
Willis C. Lenz Memorial 

Londyn Fisher
William & Emma Steffen  

Caitlin Chiles
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Dillon Enevoldsen
Barry & Alta Marsh

Tristan Burbach
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

2026 Scholarship Awards

Isabelle Brumbaugh
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Alexandra Bruning
Eugene Fishburn 

Adelaide Buhlke
William & Emma Steffen 

Ella Buhlke
William & Emma Steffen 

Tessa Buller
William & Emma Steffen

Blake Burbach
William L. &

 Velma R. McLean 

Katelynn Blomstedt
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Olivia Bokelman
Raymond, Leonard & Lois 

Steger Memorial 

Emma Brandes
Joe Hesselgesser

Gretchen Brown
Dinsdale Sophomore;  
Harold & Marjorie Rudolf 

Emma Brown
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Gwyneth Brown
Harold & Marjorie Rudolf; 
Merrick County Corn 
Growers Association 

Ava Brumbaugh
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Aubree Brandenburger
Austin & Cleo Vanderford  

Claire Blomstedt
Joe Hesselgesser;  Joel 

Holbrook Memorial; Matthew 
Fishburn; Shirley Mae 
Lewis Memorial 
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Isaac Herman
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Paul Johnson
Donald R. & Jackie Sampson;  
Phoebe A. McCullough-

Barbara A. McGuire Memorial

Kane Kucera
Clinton M. Wegner 

Addison Lindburg
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Clara Kunze
Harold & Marjorie Rudolf 

Hailey Lindburg
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Gabriel Langemeier
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Dalton Lovejoy
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Lucie Lautenschlager
Clinton M. Wegner 

Dylan Lovejoy
Edward Mitchell 

Ah-Rim Lee
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Liliana Macken
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Kamryn Lemburg
Bob & Bonnie Clark 

Memorial 

Damien Malachias
Merrick Foundation
 Industrious Student 

Brody Kriz
Clinton M. Wegner 

Lacy Lemburg
Raymond, Leonard & Lois 

Steger Memorial 

Lindee Kelley
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Reid Kelly
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Shya Kielion
Central City Scale-Ron 
& Jeanette Hawthorne 

Abigail Kirimi
Aaron Stephenson 
Memorial;  James & 
Marilyn Heins 

Morgan Kohl
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Oliver Herman
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Peyton Hofmann
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Everett Hunnicutt
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Tyler Jarecki
Merrick County Pork 

Producers; 
Silver Creek Alumni 

Blake Jensen
Darrell & Twila Widman 
Endowed Medical 

Kale Jensen
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Rylee Hofmann
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial  

Rose Mamot
Clinton M. Wegner; 

Russ Russell

Ava Martinez
Austin & Cleo Vanderford;  
Emil & Dorothy Czarnick;  
Silver Creek Alumni 

Karlee McClellan
Carole A. Joseph Memorial;  
Guy & Pauline Lamberson 

Memorial 

Morgan McClellan
Clinton M. Wegner;  

Harry F. Prochaska & Edith 
Stone Prochaska

Elaina McHargue
Raymond W. Starostka 

Memorial 

Luke McHargue
Ernest & Peggy Nabity 

Memorial; Merrick County 
Youth Council

Hana Mamot
Harold & Marjorie Rudolf 

Desirae Miller
Tom & Nancy Wagner 

Lane Mottl
Harold & Marjorie Rudolf 

Makenna Mottl
Clinton M. Wegner;  
Dinsdale Sophomore 

Wendy Muchina
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Noah Mueller
Harold & Marjorie Rudolf 

Julia Merchant
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

2026 Scholarship Awards

Josiah Hagemeier
Derek Aspedon;  

Ervin & Bonnie Blauhorn 
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2026 Scholarship Awards

Emma Rathjen
Dorothy Knight Memorial;  
William & Emma Steffen 

Brady Myers
Harold & Marjorie Rudolf 

Hallie Rutherford
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Chase Owens
Austin & Cleo Vanderford;  

Tom & Teri Beck 

Jerzie Schindler
Warren & Virginia Marsh 
Memorial; William & 

Emma Steffen 

Brodey Spurling
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Rachel Rathjen
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Amanda Needham
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Jonathan 
Ruvalcaba-Guzman
Harold & Marjorie Rudolf 

Bozton Pedersen
Barney Bockerman 

Memorial 

Emma Schuele
Elwin & Lucile Ferris 

Kenndra Steiner
Scott/Ruge & Friends 

Memorial 

Gatlin Reimers
Dinsdale Sophomore 

Karter Negus
Central City High School 

1919 Heritage Cup; Matthew 
Fishburn; William L. & Velma 

R. McLean 

Charlee Ryan
Raymond, Leonard & Lois 

Steger Memorial 

Taytum Perdew
Benjamin Thomas Lindner 
Memorial; Imhof Family 

Terrigen Sebek
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial; 
Elton & Nancy Erickson 

Micah Stenzel
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Brookly Richardson
Maynard & Lois Fullington;  

Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Annabelle Nelsen
Leonard & Doris Aerni 

Memorial 

Erik Samuelson
Clinton M. Wegner;  

Henry “Bud” Santin Memorial 

Hananiah Peters
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Callaway Seip
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Grace Stromberg Worm
Dinsdale Sophomore 

Brayden Rinkol
Austin & Cleo Vanderford;  

Ralph Stanley & Ella Halstead 
Severance Memorial 

Abigail Nielsen
Harold & Marjorie Rudolf;  
Mary Chochon Memorial; 
Richard “Dick” Chochon 

Memorial 

Josie Sawyers
Griffith Family; Michael V. 

Bittinger Memorial 

Derek Pfeifer
William & Emma Steffen 

Caleb Sharman
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Caleb Rowe
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Grant Nielson
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial;  

Stanley Ferris Agriculture 

Chloe Scheer
Harold & Marjorie Rudolf 

Caroline Sidak
Raymond, Leonard & Lois 

Steger Memorial 

Levi Russell
Donald Thies Memorial; Glen 
D. & Doris E. Neel Memorial 

Brock Olivo
Richard J. Steiner Memorial

Jagger Schindler
Lonny & Wanda Duennerman 
Family; Summer Paulsen 

Simon, Class of 2001, Memorial 

Juliana Sidak
Raymond, Leonard & Lois 
Steger Memorial;  Scott/
Ruge & Friends Memorial 

Dylan Pfeifer
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Marlie Mundt
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Kaylee Powell
Eugene Fishburn 

Grace Musgrave
Ray & Mildred 
Miller Memorial 

Dorcas Mulumba
William & Emma Steffen
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Jasmine Sumsion
Leonard & Doris 
Aerni Memorial 

Adalyn Swanson
Dylan Van Pelt Memorial;  
Leonard & Doris Aerni 

Memorial 

Kaden Van Pelt
Joe Hesselgesser;  
Merrick Foundation 

Founders 

Landon Webb
Leonard & Doris Aerni 

Memorial 

Kallie Wright
Brynlee Zimbelman 
Memorial; Donald R. & 
Jackie Sampson 

Lainie Ziemba
Ethel Sweet Memorial;  
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Levi Webb
Hohnroth Family 

Kenzie Wruble
American Legion Post #6 40 
& 8; Wayne & Mildred Hilder 

Lydia Ziemba
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 

Emgarten Memorial; Calvin 
Lepp Memorial 

Brayden Weller
Harold & Marjorie Rudolf 

Olivia Wymer
Richard Mattson Memorial;  
Willa Freelend, Women in 

Business 

Parker Zikmund
Karen & Danielle Bannister 

Memorial; Virgil & 
Nora Lindner 

Hailey Weller
Harold & Marjorie Rudolf 

Abigail Young
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Adrianna Westman
Willis C. Lenz Memorial 

Emma Yrkoski
Edward Gentleman 

Memorial 

Erin Westman
Joe Hesselgesser;  

Tyler Hook Hillmer Memorial 

Rose Zelinski
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Alyssa Wood
Bonnie Kohl Memorial; Central 
City High School 1919 Heritage 
Cup; Jarrod Brandes Memorial 

Ray Zhang
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Cheyenne Veach
Berney-Manuel;  
Joe Hesselgesser 

Lan  Vo
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Olivia Walker
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Devin Wall
J. Oren Hoback Memorial;  
Leland & Shirley Greving 

Volynn Wall
Larry Dearking, DVM 

Memorial 

McKinley Warnick
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Hannah Swanson
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Jacob Swanson
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Elanie Sweet
Hohnroth Family 

Kylie Talbott
Charles & Doris Benner; Gary 
Bader Memorial; Robert & 
Lillian Krug Memorial 

Carter Urkoski
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial;  
Les Johnson Memorial 

Gracie Vakiner
Jarrod Brandes Memorial;  
Lindner-Van Pelt Heritage 

Sophie Swanson
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

2026 Scholarship Awards

$252,500 in Awards to 160 High School & College Students

Petros Stutzman
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 



Book of Memory
Donations received in memory of a loved one are recorded in the Book of Memory, 
which is always on display at our office. Donations can be made in memory of a 
loved one to a specific fund or our General Endowment. Any donations made to 
our General Endowment are used to fund various community projects throughout 
Merrick County. The time frame captured below is from January 1, 2025 - 
December 31, 2025.

Dorothy Adkinson	 1930-2022
Lois “Jean” Andersen	 1933-2025
Charles Anderson	 1868-1925
Lyle Bader	 1951-1975	
Dean Bankson	 1931-2025
Leslie Beck	 1945-2025
Justin “Skippy” Bennett	 1973-2023
Lois Black	 1919-2008
Merlin Black	 1921-2008
Barbara Blauhorn	 1936-2025
Doris Bodeman	 1918-2009
Patricia “Pat” Bolte	 1951-2022
Edward Booth	 1913-1996
Jarrod Brandes	 1974-2025
Glen Brazda	 1939-2025
Karen Carlson	 1951-2021	
Marisa “Risa” Carlson	 1956-2025
Phyllis “Joan” Ceder	 1937-2025
Brock Chase	 1985-2025
Michael Christensen	 1967-2025
Joe Costello	 1979-2022
Donald Daberkow	 1935-2025
Barney Danklesen	 1953-2024
Larry Dearking	 1946-2019
Lucas Lyle Djernes	 1935-2025
Richard Eatough	 1809-1877
Dean Eckstrom	 1941-2025
Fritz Engel	 1932-2004
Janet Engel	 1933-2009
Pat Engel	 1967-1984
Wendell Faeh	 1934-2025
Donna Ferris	 1915-2003
Rexford Ferris	 1913-1998	
Ruth Ferris	 1940-2024
Lester Fishler	 1911-1964
May Fishler	 1915-2008
Georgena Frauen	 1928-2015
Otto Frauen	 1920-2006
Bob Freelend	 1929-2020
Willa Freelend	 1934-2019
James Garretson	 1951-2025
Edward Gentleman	 1920-2001
William George	 1968-2025
Jeanie Glause	 1938-2025
Dick Haag	 1937-2025
John  Hannappel	 1905-1977
Calvin Blanchard Hartwell	 1810-1878	

Elizabeth Ragsdale Hartwell	 1819-1916
Ray Hebda	 1931-2024
George “Dale” Hedges	 1929-2025
Ervin Hesselgesser	 1918-1981	
Janice Hesselgesser	 1917-2008
Mildred Hilder	 1925-2008
Wayne Hilder	 1921-2023
Tyler Hook Hillmer	 1998-2013
Allen Hohnroth	 1943-2025
Roger Hohnroth	 1938-2001
Joyce Hongsermeier	 1940-2024
LeRoy Hongsermeier	 1940-2020
T. B. Hord	 1850-1910
Dorothy Irwin	 1933-2025
Diane Jacobi	 1933-2022
Russell “Jim” Jacobi	 1926-2002
Chester Johnson	 1911-2003
Dorothy Johnson	 1917-2002
Ida Mae Killham	 1925-2025
Mary Kohl	 1950-2025
Steven Kortum	 1973-2025
Donna Kucera	 1936-2025
Daphne P. Kufeldt	 1931-2001
Philip Kufeldt	 1927-1988
Raymond Kula	 1913-1996
Ruth Kula	 1928-2015
Deloris Kyes	 1937-2025
Robert Kyes	 1930-2010
John Lamb	 1936-2003
Shirley Lamb	 1936-2023
Guy Lamberson	 1912-1996
Pauline Lamberson	 1917-2014
Doug Lemmerman	 1950-2025
Esther Lewis	 1911-2001
Fred Lewis	 1903-1994
Shirley Mae Lewis	 1936-2024
Richard “Rick” Lynch	 1947-2024
Mary Magnusson	 1924-2019
William “Bill” Magnusson	 1922-2013
Alta Marsh	 1946-2022
Phoebe A. McCullough	 1920-1988
Barbara A. McGuire	 1943-1988
Velma R. McLean	 1909-2006
William L. McLean	 1912-2021
Tom McMahon	 1939-2012
Albert Meyer	 1931-2025
Dennis Meyer	 1947	2025	

Jack Neel	 1941-2025
Bernard “Barney” O’Hern	 1934-2025
Joe Parachini	 1947-2010
Ladd Reeves	 1944-2025
Portia Reeves	 1905-2007
Theodore “Ted” Reeves	 1905-1988
Kevin Rieken	 1962-2002	
Richard “Dick” Rieken	 1933-2021	
Greg Rinkol	 1965-2014	
Gertrude “Gert” Rodysill	 1925-2014	
Phares “Bud” Rodysill	 1922-2005
Mickey Roscoe	 1964-2024
Ken Ross	 1923-2004
Lola Ross	 1926-2024
Harold Rudolf	 1929-2024
Marjorie Rudolf	 1940-2018
Marsela Rudolf	 1934-2025
Roy Ruge	 1931-2011 
Jim Ruzicka	 1945-2025
Donald Sampson	 1905-1994
Elizabeth “Lib” Schultz	 1932-2024
Cleon Schwarz	 1930-2025
Charlie Scott	 1910-1999
Edna (Blauhorn) Shull	 1925-2022
Roger Shull	 1950-1975
Thomas Shull	 1924-2019
Summer (Paulsen) Simon	 1983-2020
Leonard Steger	 1923-1987
Lois Steger	 1927-2009
Raymond Steger	 1921-2005
Richard J. Steiner	 1989-2020
Aaron Stephenson	 1977-2023
Millie Tedford	 1934 -2023
Donald Thies	 1935-2024
Vicki Thomas	 1949-2025
Effie Torpin	 1914-2010
Stan Torpin	 1916-2003
Dean Trosper	 1927-1977
Lillian (Belitz) Trosper	 1922-2011
Mary Truesdell	 1941-2018
Carmen Van Pelt	 1935-2025
Dwaine Van Pelt	 1930-2021
LaNelle Wegner	 1924-2024
Patricia Wieck	 1947-2025
Alene Willhoft	 1906-1979
Holly Willhoft	 1903-1971
Brynlee Zimbelman	 2016-2018
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GATHER
We partner with individuals, families, 
businesses, and nonprofits to create 
funds that bring their charitable goals 
to life.

GROW
In partnership with a team of trusted 
advisors, we invest funds to grow 
endowments, enabling us to support 
the evolving needs and emerging 
opportunities across Merrick County.

GRANT
Guided by our donors’ intentions and 
goals, we invest in communities and 
students throughout Merrick County to 
help ensure it remains a vibrant place to 
live, work, and play.

WHAT 
WE DO



Aaron Stephenson Memorial 
Scholarship
Donald & Judy Ritta

American Legion Baseball
Jack & Carmen McMahon
Jennifer McMahon
Matthew Newman

Bader Park Endowment
Darrell Widman

Bader Park Reserves
Bader Park Endowment Fund

Barry & Alta Marsh Scholarship
Barry Marsh

Berney-Manuel Scholarship
George & Dottie Manuel

Bison After School Program
Heartland United Way
Dorothy Irwin Estate
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Nebraska Children And 
    Families Foundation

Bison Athletic Booster Club
AR Exteriors LLC
Archer Credit Union
Donald & Karen Benner
Blackwater Pumping, LLC
Tim & Sandy Bolling
Brandenburg Tree & Lawn LLC
Brian & Amy Buhlke
Jason & Monica Buss
Central City Mall
Central City Scale, Inc.
Central City Veterinary Clinic
Central Realty, Inc.
Christensen Cattle Company, Inc.
Constellation Business Group, LLC
Cornerstone Bank
Blake & Sarah Cover
Bill & Billie Cox
Darin & Chevonne Garfield
Hamilton Telecommunications
Kristen R. Hermansen-Ryan, 
   DDS, P.C.
Jeff & Carly Johnson
Aaron & Jody Kunz
Jim Larson

Luebbe Ag
Anthony & Brittany McPhillips
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Next Level Chiropractic, P.C.
Pinnacle Bank
Aaron & Jill Purvis
Rathman Manning
    Construction, LLC
Ross Realty, Inc.
Scott & Gabrielle Saltzgaber
Shannappel LLC
Solt-Wagner Funeral Home
Trav’s U-Save Pharmacy
Vlcek Gardens, Inc.
Wegner Monument Co.
Jared & Sheila Wetovick

Bob & Willa Freelend 
Memorial Flower Garden
Jeffrey & Leonora Freelend

Brynlee Zimbelman 
Memorial Scholarship
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Brenda Zimbelman
Matthew & Dallas Zimbelman

Burke Cemetery
Joyce Kuhn
Randy Lovejoy & 
    Nancy Ramsey

Central City High School 1919 
Heritage Cup Scholarship
Jeffrey and Jacqueline 
    McCullough Donor Fund

Central City Public 
Library Endowment
Anonymous
Norman & Linda Balliet
Larry & Sally Bankson
Roger & Sharon Brandes
Mark & Joni Christensen
Ed & Laurie Dexter
Lonny & Wanda Duennerman
Mary Foley
Dr. Jerome & Doris Gacke
Mark & Jane Gloor
Shirley Greving
Heartland United Way
Karl & Daylene Kollmorgen
Rodney & Sara Lee

Tom Lindburg
Lloyd Lock
Steve & Becky Mahnke
Barry Marsh
Peter & Teresa McHargue
Nathan & Nicole McIntire
Kirk & Kelly Melson
Michael & Marci Meyer
Richard Moore
Aaron & Jill Purvis
Jackie Sampson
Robert & Christine Steinke
Bruce & Elaine Thiel
Rex & Gloria Weller
Douglas & Carol Willoughby

Central City Public Library 
Special Project
Heartland United Way

Central City Public 
Schools - Science
Archer Credit Union
Nicholas & Kristen Ryan 
    Charitable Fund
Wild Roots Greenhouse 
    & Market

Central City Senior Center
Russell & Debra Flesch

Central City 
Stampede Softball
Alter Metal Recycling
PepsiCo Beverages

Central City Stampede 
Softball - Batting Cages
Archer Credit Union
Michelle Baker
Banks Wraps & Signs
Brandon & Kelsi Bennett
Joyce Birchard
Benjamin & Valerie Blase
Lance & Jacie Boelts
Burbach Trucking
Paul & Brooke Burbach
Paul & Jean Burbach
Reuben & Kristen Burbach
Trey & Brianna Burdick
Shyla Carlson
CC Women’s Bowling 
   Association

Central City Scale, Inc.
Central City Stampede 
    Softball Fund
Central City Veterinary Clinic
Central True Value
Kraig & Alyssa Charron
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.
Constellation Business Group, LLC
Cornerstone Bank
Brandon & Anna Detlefsen
Joseph & Stacy Dexter
Tyler & Amy Dishman
Double Locked Security
Cathy Dusin
Chelsie Edwards
Christopher & Kirstin
    Fasbender
Travis & Stacie Forbis
Robert & Donna Graham
Zebadiah & Shauna Graham
Joseph Grigsby 
    & Jamie Harlow
Ryan & Sara Grigsby
Hamilton Telecommunications
Justin & Julie Heider
Kristen R. Hermansen-Ryan, 
    DDS, P.C.
Lori Hood
Matthew & Becky Howe
Kneading Roots Massage 
    Therapy
Donald Lewis
Litzenberg Memorial Long 
    Term Care
Doug & Sherri Maw
Brandon & Jordanne McNeff
Merrick Medical Center
Dustin & Jessica Meyer
MidAmerica Speakers Bureau
Brandon & Jesi Morrison
Marty & Neely Moser
Alice Jean Munn
Ben & Ashley Nelson
Next Level Chiropractic, P.C.
Josh & Heather Patten
Payroll Vault
Dathan & Kelli Peters
Pinnacle Bank
Jean Polzkill
Prairie Creek Vineyard 
    & Winery
Aaron & Jill Purvis
Ted & Brenda Raile

Michael & Linda Riblett
Jason & Aimee Robinson
Chris & Summer Schweitzer
Connie Spotanski
Martha Spotanski
Samuel & Stephanie Stuhmer
Tim & Tina Thies
Van Hoosen Plumbing
Brandon & Jamie Wright
Dyrek & Kayla Zoucha

Central City Track Club
Merrick Foundation, Inc.

Central City Trails 
Endowment
Dr. Jerome & Doris Gacke
Mark & Mary Hittner
Paul & Bernadette Korslund
Darrell Widman

Central City Volunteer Fire 
Department
Tim & Sandy Bolling

Child Development Center 
Endowment Hesselgesser
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff

Chris & Kiki 
Fasbender Acorn
Christopher & Kristin 
    Fasbender

Chuck & Jackie Mason Acorn
Charles & Jacquelyn Mason
Merrick Foundation, Inc.

Clarks Cares
Northeast Nebraska 
    Telephone Company

Clarks Friends of the Library
William Bogdanov
Katherine Brazda
Clarks United Methodist 
    Church
Heartland United Way
Ethan & Joslyn Kershaw
Merrick County
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Rodney & Loretta Pollard
Dave & Diane Schultz

Donors by Fund
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Doug & Kay Schultz
Tri-Community Foundation
Eugene & Phyllis Urkoski

Clarks Schools
Alex & Susan Kufeldt
Joyce Kuhn

Clay & Courtney
Retzlaff Acorn
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff

Curtis & Christine 
Huber Acorn
Curtis & Christine Huber

Darrell & Twila Widman 
Endowed Chapman 
Township Cemetery
Allen Quandt, Inc.
Allen & Carol Quandt
Darrell Widman

Darrell & Twila Widman 
Endowed Medical 
Scholarship
Darrell Widman

David & Katrina Lee Acorn
Central City Veterinary Clinic

Donald R. & Jackie Sampson 
Scholarship
Heartland United Way - 
    Jackie Sampson
Rick and Kate Johnson
    Foundation
Robert Sampson

Donald Thies Memorial 
Scholarship
Troy Wood

Dorothy Adkinson 
Memorial Acorn
Donald & Karen Benner

Dwaine & Carmen 
Van Pelt Scholarship
Matthew & Angela Blomstedt
Cindy Everson
Nancy Hohnroth

John & Diane Kiser
Virgil & Nora Lindner
Carmen Van Pelt Estate
Douglas & Donnette Van Pelt
Darrell Widman

Ed & Laurie Dexter 
Ed & Laurie Dexter

Ed & Laurie Dexter 
Scholarship
Ed & Laurie Dexter

Edward Gentleman 
Memorial Scholarship
Edward Gentleman 
    Foundation Trust

Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Evan & Roxanne Brandes

Fred, Esther, Donald & 
Shirley Mae Lewis Family 
Scholarship
Donald Lewis

General Endowment
Lyle Eugene Bader Estate
Darrin & Leah Brown
Donald Y. Clark Fund
Carl & Dawn Dickinson
Timothy & Peggy Engel
Tammy Erickson
Zebadiah & Shauna Graham
Shane & Nicole Greving
Healthy Minds, Healthy 
    Community Fund
Heartland United Way
Curtis & Christine Huber
Sandra Jacobs
Alex & Susan Kufeldt
Ella Lachenbruch
Leslie Lautenschlager & 
    the late Charlene 
    Lautenschlager
Lone Tree Quilt Guild
Lori Parachini
Pinnacle Bank
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Darrel & Louise Sebree
Rick Tank
The Benevity Community 
    Impact Fund - Jill Purvis

Robert Truesdell
Tom & Nancy Wagner
David & Lois Wegner
Darrell Widman

Gregory Rinkol 
Memorial Scholarship
S C Game Feed

Griffith Family Scholarship
Charles & Kathleen Griffith

Guy & Pauline Lamberson 
Memorial Scholarship
Rodney Lamberson
Roland Lamberson
William Lamberson

Harold & Marjorie Rudolf 
Scholarship Endowment
Harold Rudolf Estate

Heartland Veterans 
Memorial Endowed 
Maintenance
Russell & Debra Flesch
Curtis & Christine Huber

Heartland Veterans 
Memorial Tribute
Ron & Tricia Herman
    Family Fund
Tom & Karen Stephenson

Hebda Family Acorn
Dean & Karen Cobb

Hohnroth Family 
Scholarship
Renee E. Berlin
Nancy Hohnroth
Darrel & Martha Rodgers

Imhof Family Scholarship
Donald & Myra Imhof

Joe Costello’s T.R.I.S.H. 
Memorial
Jeffrey & Leonora Freelend

Justin “Skippy” Bennett 
Memorial Scholarship
Allen & Delores Bennett

LaNelle Wegner Expendable 
Scholarship
Dallas and Carolyn Wegner 
    Charitable Fund

Larry & Aimee
Benson Acorn
Larry & Aimee Benson
Merrick Foundation, Inc.

Larry Dearking, DVM 
Memorial Scholarship
Ilene Dearking

Leland & Shirley Greving 
Scholarship
Shirley Greving

LeRoy & Joyce 
Hongsermeier FFA Memorial 
Scholarship
Joyce Hongsermeier Estate
LeRoy Hongsermeier Estate
Shane & Stacey Stocker

Lester & May Fishler and 
Raymond & Ruth Kula 
Memorial Scholarship
Marvin & Vicki Fishler

Litzenberg Memorial 
Long Term Care
David & Donna Jorgensen

Merrick Arts Council
Archer Credit Union
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Keith W. Brown
Barry Carlson
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.
Robert & LaNell Fuelberth
Dr. Jerome & Doris Gacke
William & Sharon Gilg
Kristen R. Hermansen-Ryan, 
    DDS, P.C.
Nancy Hohnroth
Virgil & Nora Lindner
Jack & Kay Lyons
Charles & Jacquelyn Mason
Merrick Arts Council 
    Endowment Fund
Nebraska Arts Council
Pinnacle Bank

Prairie Creek Vineyard 
    & Winery
Carol Stewart

Merrick Arts Council 
Endowment
Steve & Suzanne Philippi

Merrick County Badges
& Angels
Norman & Linda Balliet
Bank of Clarks
BPO Elks Lodge 604
Catlett Real Estate & Ins LLC
Central City Mall
Central City Scale, Inc.
Christmas of Sharing
Clarks Locker & 
    Meat Processing
Clarks Trikes & Bikes
Cornerstone Bank
DC Lynch Shows Inc
Ed & Laurie Dexter
Dinsdale Bros., Inc.
Eastern Star Arbor Chapter
    No 200
Farmers State Bank
Stanley & Gail Ferris
Mike Fuehrer
Zebadiah & Shauna Graham
Grosshans, Inc.
Dawn Hanson
Heartland United Way
Robert & Evelyn Herbig
Kristen R. Hermansen-Ryan, 
    DDS, P.C.
Joe Hesselgesser
Sandra Hoback
Curtis & Christine Huber
Donald Lewis
Karen Loseke
Dennis & Joanne Lynch
Alice Jean Munn
Brea Norton
Palmer Service Center
Palser Service
Pinnacle Bank
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Silver Creek Insurance 
    Agency
St. Michael’s Altar Society
Stewart Auto Sales, Inc.
The Dock Guy

Donors by Fund
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Trav’s U-Save Pharmacy
Van Hoosen Plumbing
DeAnna Way
Roger & Ronda Wiegert
Patricia Young

Merrick County Child 
Development Center
Curtis & Christine Huber

Merrick County Historical 
Museum Endowment
Julie Bringelson
Stanley & Gail Ferris
Russell & Debra Flesch
Jerel Geren
Thomas & Janaan Hawthorne
Duane & Inez Hord
Curtis & Christine Huber
Michelle Jacobi Foss
Donald Lewis
Harold Rudolf Estate
Robert Truesdell

Merrick County Museum 
Special Project
Ron & Mary Anderson
Bill & April Bolte
William & Connie Bolte
Ellen Bowen
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Evan & Roxanne Brandes Fund
Dale & Barbara Church
Gerald & Mary Lynn Clark
Michael & Darlene Darbro
Brian & Darlene Eatough
Vonn Ferris
Fillmore County Genealogical 
    Society
Mary Foley
Pamela Foster
Shirley Greving
Hannappel, Inc.
Ned & Eola Hedges
John & Lois Herbst
Joe Hesselgesser
Curtis & Christine Huber
Donald & Myra Imhof
Sandra Jacobs
Richard & Nancy Johnson
Tony & Karol (Owens) 
    Jorgensen
James & Beryl Kohtz

Edward & Marilyn Kyes
Gene & Judy Larson
Donald Lewis
Janet Martin
Marie Mattson
Jeffrey and Jacqueline 
    McCullough Donor Fund
James & Martha McGahan
Merrick County Historical 
    Museum
Lynne Black Messersmith
Dennis Meyer Estate
Nachos Tacos
Dan & Deborah Nedrig
Stanley & Nola Oberhelman
Kay Owens
Father Wayne Pavela
Donald & Janet Placke
Allen & Carol Quandt
Don & Barbara Reeves
Kerry & Marlene Rodysill
Lola Ruzicka
Linda Sawyers
Darrel & Louise Sebree
Neil & Margenne Selko
Greg & Karen Senkbile
Ralph Owen Severance
Matt and Kathy Shonsey 
    Charitable Fund
Rick Tank
The Westerners Omaha Corral
Terry and Glenna Trosper 
    Family Charitable Fund
the late Carmen Van Pelt
Tom & Nancy Wagner
Rex & Gloria Weller
Cindy Widga
Darrell Widman Endowed 
    Museum Fund
Don & Joyce Williams
Jon & Ricki Yocom

Merrick County Needy 
Endowment Hesselgesser
Ilene Dearking

Merrick County Sheriff K-9
Heartland United Way

Merrick Foundation Pass 
Through Scholarship
Central City Ambulance 
    Association

Heartland United Way - 
    Eric & Mary Steiner
Joe Hesselgesser

Merrick Foundation 
Scholarship
Barry Carlson

Mike & Tricia Schuller Acorn
Mike & Tricia Schuller

Miscellaneous Donor 
Designated
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Al & Marcie Campbell 
    Foundation
John & Gretchen Dinsdale 
    Charitable Foundation
Dr. Jerome & Doris Gacke
Curtis & Christine Huber
Donald Lewis
Rodney & Loretta Pollard
St. Michael’s Altar Society
Tom & Nancy Wagner

Nicholas & Kristen 
Ryan Charitable
Nicholas & Kristen Ryan

Operating Fund
Eugene Fishburn Fund
Dr. H. Edward Glatfelter and 
    Nancy Fouts Glatfelter 
    Memorial Fund
Col. Timothy & Raedene Lamb
D. F. Sampson Fund
Ed Santin Fund

Palmer Community
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Randy & Heather Shotkoski
Neil & Kate Wegner
Brad & Julie Wells

Palmer Public Schools 
Endowment
Gary Monter Memorial 
    Scholarship Fund
Curt Hudnutt
Pinnacle Bank
Jay & Kathy Wolfe

Palmer Public Schools 
Track Facility
Heartland United Way
Inventory Trading Company
Team Throws LLC

Palmer Schools, 
Jack Dinsdale
John & Gretchen Dinsdale 
    Charitable Foundation

Phoebe A. McCullough-
Barbara A. McGuire 
Memorial Education
Jeffrey and Jacqueline 
    McCullough Donor Fund
Ronald McGuire

Raymond, Leonard & 
Lois Steger Memorial 
Scholarship
Lois Steger Estate

Robert & Lillian Krug 
Memorial Scholarship
Krug Acres LLC

Scott/Ruge & Friends 
Memorial Scholarship
Roy Ruge Farm LLC
Neil & Margenne Selko

Shirley Mae Lewis Memorial 
Scholarship
Donald Lewis

Silver Creek Alumni 
Scholarship
Larry Meyer Memorial 
    Scholarship Fund
Silver Creek Alumni 
    Association

St. Michael’s Knights of 
Columbus Council No. 10386 
Endowment
Dan & Susan Monaghan 
    Expendable Donor 
    Advised Fund

Steve & Amy Kyes Acorn
Steve & Amy Kyes

Summer Paulsen Simon, 
Class of 2001, Memorial 
Scholarship
Steven & Darla Belitz

Tom & Nancy Wagner 
Scholarship
Tom & Nancy Wagner

Tom McMahon Memorial
Jennifer McMahon

Tyler Hook Hillmer 
Memorial Scholarship
Jodene Johnson
DeAnna Way

Volunteer Nebraska
Mitchell Nickerson

Wayne & Mildred 
Hilder Scholarship
Kay Hilder
Todd Hilder

Willa Freelend, Women in 
Business Scholarship
Jeffrey & Leonora Freelend

William L. & Velma R. 
McLean Scholarship
Dr. George & Rebecca McLean

Wright Morris Home 
Restoration
Wendy Apple

You Are Worth It Scholarship
Russell & Debra Flesch
Zebadiah & Shauna Graham
Heartland United Way - 
    Joyce Birchard

Zeb & Shauna Graham 
Charitable
Zebadiah & Shauna Graham
Merrick Foundation, Inc.

Donors by Fund
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